ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

controversy. It was popular in the states of the
Mississippi valley and on the frontier; the
original thirteen stales were not so enthusiastic
though South Carolina and Georgia favoured it;
the abolitionists and the anti-slavery men were
whole-heartedly against it. Wise Southern
leaders like John C. Calhoun saw that more land
meant more trouble because it upset the balance
between the Northern and free states on the one
hand and the Southern and slave states on the
other, and would revive the dangerous question
of slavery in the Territories. And indeed the
most critical issues arose, not over the war itself,
but over the development of the Territories it
brought.

But the manner of bringing on the war
aroused its own controversy, and the Whigs did
not lose their opportunity to criticise President
Polk, Lincoln's first venture as a Congressman
was to offer a series of resolutions in the House
of Representatives asking the President whether
the spot upon which American blood was first
spilled in the war with Mexico was United
States or Mexican territory. The resolutions
were set out in the form of eight questions pro-
pounded to the President, and they were de-
signed to discredit the President's assertion that
Mexico had invaded the United States, These
resolutions were proposed on December ##, iB47,
just over a fortnight after Lincoln had taken his
seat. They made no impression on Congress; no
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